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Q R  Codes 
 
You may have seen a new addition to adverts and business cards recently, looking like a bit of 
abstract art.  That is the QR Code (Quick Response code), and their use is growing. 
 
The codes are similar to the barcodes used by retailers to track inventory and price products at the 
point of sale.  The key difference between the two is the amount of data they can hold and share.  
Bar codes are one dimensional, holding up to 20 digits, whereas QR codes are two dimensional 
codes which are readable by cell phone and can store website addresses (URLs), plain text, phone 
numbers, email addresses and other alphanumeric data. 
  
So, how is it relevant to you?  If you see a QR code in a magazine, for instance, you can scan it with 
your iPhone,  Android or other camera-enabled smart phone, and you will be linked to the website 
or  your email activated.  If relevant, the Code will contain text. 
 
[You may need to download a free app from your phone’s app store to be able to use these codes.] 
 
Anyone can create a code using a code generator web site.  Search ‘QR Code creator free’ and select 
one of the sites.  They all work in a similar way; first enter the URL (address) of the website you want 
to create a code for, including the page extension if you want people to go to a specific page first.  
Click next; some sites ask you to choose a colour for your code.  Then save or download to your 
computer.  If you want to use your QR Code for a message, select ‘Plain Text’ under data type, rather 
than URL, select ‘Telephone Number’ for a phone number, etc. 

  
 
 
Codes have been around for some time, but are only just being taken up by main stream advertising, 
probably because of the number of people who now have iPhones or similar.  They are standardised 
internationally so the same code can be used all over the world – great for multinational company 
advertising.  Some people are saying we wont be able to live without them, others that they are just 
for ‘geeks’ : only time will tell. 
 
If you have a smart phone with camera, why not scan these and see how they work. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all our readers and customers a very Happy 
Christmas. 
 
 


